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The matter of meaning, for painter and viewer alike, is crucial to this book, a deeply felt and richly
considered attempt to come to terms with one of the most challenging artists of our day. An illuminating look
at an enigmatic painter, Figuring Jasper Johns also provides a way of approaching American art of the 1950s
and 1960s. Fred Orton's reading of John's oeuvre focuses on three key works - Untitled (1972), Flag (1954-
55), and Painted Bronze (1960). Adroitly combining formal theoretical analyses and historical reflection,
Orton explores each painting until the distinction between "picture" and "context" dissolves and his subject
appears in a wholly new frame. Here we see how Johns's work makes use of the modernist opposition
between surface and subject, how it manifests both relatively private and relatively public meanings, and
how it develops a self-consciously figurative visual language. With reference to ideas in contemporary
critical theory, Orton considers Johns's work as allegory and assesses the value and effect of doing so. A
practical demonstration of how theory can work to generate new interpretations and unsettle old ones (some
of them the product of Johns's own mythologizing), this book offers the clearest and most penetrating picture
yet of Jasper Johns and in the process contributes considerably to the continuing rethinking of art history.
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From reader reviews:

Randal Revilla:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one together with theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Figuring Jasper Johns is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Laverne Dunbar:

Typically the book Figuring Jasper Johns will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suited to you. The book Figuring Jasper Johns is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Effie Steger:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Figuring Jasper Johns why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Melvin Dwyer:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Figuring Jasper Johns to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book
Figuring Jasper Johns can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of this time.
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