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Reinhold Niebuhr remains at the center of a national conversation about America's role in the world, and
commentators with divergent political and religious positions draw upon his 1951 work, The Irony of
American History, in support of their views. In this study Scott R. Erwin argues that an appreciation of
Niebuhr's theological vision is necessary for understanding the full measure of Irony. An appreciation of
Niebuhr's theology is important because the majority of individuals reading Irony today fail to acknowledge
the central role that his Christian beliefs played in its formulation. Niebuhr described his theological vision
as being "in the battle and above it," and, in more extensive terms, explained it to be a "combination of moral
resoluteness about the immediate issues with a religious awareness of another dimension of meaning and
judgment." It was this perspective that led Niebuhr, in Irony, to assert that America must both take "morally
hazardous action" in combating the aggression of the Soviet Union and engage in critical self-evaluation to
prevent the country from assuming the most odious traits of its Cold War foe. Niebuhr developed this
theological vision over the course of the 1930s and 1940s through engagement with Christian doctrine, as
most readily seen in his academic works such as The Nature and Destiny of Man, and engagement with
current history, as seen in his many journalistic writings during this period. By focusing primarily on
Niebuhr's writings between 1931 and 1951, Erwin traces the development of his Christian interpretation of
human nature and history, establishes how it informed his theological vision, and reveals how that
theological vision underlay his writings on current affairs. Such excavation is necessary given the fact that
Niebuhr became less explicit about the theological nature of his later writings. Indeed, rather than clearly
advance his theological vision in Irony, Niebuhr chose to communicate it implicitly through the historical
figure of Abraham Lincoln. In multiple writings over the course of his career, Niebuhr referred to the
sixteenth president as both America's greatest statesman and theologian and ultimately portrayed him as the
personification of his own religious beliefs. Erwin demonstrates that the study of both Niebuhr's theological
vision and his application of this vision throughout his life is instructive as the contemporary generation
engages with global problems.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Anthony:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for
a while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Theological
Vision of Reinhold Niebuhr's "Irony of American History": "In the Battle and Above It" (Oxford Theology
and Religion Monographs) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Mindy Marcotte:

This book untitled The Theological Vision of Reinhold Niebuhr's "Irony of American History": "In the
Battle and Above It" (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Curtis Waters:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The Theological
Vision of Reinhold Niebuhr's "Irony of American History": "In the Battle and Above It" (Oxford Theology
and Religion Monographs).

Barbara Hall:

The book with title The Theological Vision of Reinhold Niebuhr's "Irony of American History": "In the
Battle and Above It" (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you



want.
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