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The Soviet Union was the first nation to allow women pilots to fly combat missions. During World War II
the Red Air Force formed three all-female units—grouped into separate fighter, dive bomber, and night
bomber regiments—while also recruiting other women to fly with mostly male units. Their amazing story,
fully recounted for the first time by Reina Pennington, honors a group of fearless and determined women
whose exploits have not yet received the recognition they deserve.

Pennington chronicles the creation, organization, and leadership of these regiments, as well as the
experiences of the pilots, navigators, bomb loaders, mechanics, and others who made up their ranks, all
within the context of the Soviet air war on the Eastern Front. These regiments flew a combined total of more
than 30,000 combat sorties, produced at least thirty Heroes of the Soviet Union, and included at least two
fighter aces.

Among their ranks were women like Marina Raskova ("the Soviet Amelia Earhart"), a renowned aviator who
persuaded Stalin in 1941 to establish the all-women regiments; the daredevil "night witches" who flew
ramshackle biplanes on nocturnal bombing missions over German frontlines; and fighter aces like Liliia
Litviak, whose twelve "kills" are largely unknown in the West. She also tells the story of Alexander Gridnev,
a fighter pilot twice arrested by the Soviet secret police before he was chosen to command the women's
fighter regiment.

Pennington draws upon personal interviews and the Soviet archives to detail the recruitment, training, and
combat lives of these women. Deftly mixing anecdote with analysis, her work should find a wide readership
among scholars and buffs interested in the history of aviation, World War II, or the Russian military, as well
as anyone concerned with the contentious debates surrounding military and combat service for women.
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From reader reviews:

Robyn Pugh:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II
Combat (Modern War Studies (Paperback)).

Garth McDonald:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in
World War II Combat (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Erik Garcia:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a book. The book Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat
(Modern War Studies (Paperback)) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Sherrie Beardsley:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Wings, Women, and War:
Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) is simple bringing you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically
the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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