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"What is life? A frenzy. What is life? An illusion, a shadow, a fiction; and the greatest good is fleeting, for
all life is a dream, and even dreams are but dreams." That is the haunting lesson learned by Prince Sigismund
in Life's a Dream ( La vida es sueno ), the best known and most widely admired play of Catholic Europe's
greatest dramatist, Pedro Calderon de la Barca. Calderon's long life (1600-1681) witnessed the pinnacle and
collapse of Spanish political power as well as the great flowering of classical Spanish literature. He inherited
his dramatic principles from his brilliant predecessor, Lope de Vega, perfecting his formula with more
economical plots, greater subtlety of thought, and, in some cases, deeper character development and
psychological insight. The English Romantic poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley, one of the first translators of
Calderon into English, was of the opinion that he "exceeds all modern dramatists, with the exception of
Shakespeare, whom he resembles, however, in the depth of thought and subtlety of imagination of his
writings, and in the rare power of interweaving delicate and powerful comic traits with the most tragical
situations." Nowhere is Calderon's talent more evident than in Life's a Dream, the poignant tale of a prince
imprisoned at birth by his astrologer-king father and liberated on the same day a beautiful woman stumbles
into his life. The interwoven themes of love, loss, power, and destiny make it the peer of such plays as
Oedipus and Hamlet. With the collaboration of Jonathan Thacker of Merton College, Oxford, Michael Kidd
(Augsburg College, Minnesota) offers a British adaptation of his award-winning American prose translation,
recipient of the Colorado Endowment for the Humanities Publication Prize in 2004. The volume comes with
a generous set of supplementary materials including critical introduction, translator's notes, suggestions for
directors, bibliography, and glossary.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Ealy:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Calderon: Life's A
Dream (Aris & Phillips Hispanic Classics). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Louise Rosenbaum:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Calderon: Life's A Dream
(Aris & Phillips Hispanic Classics) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Carlos Reese:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Calderon: Life's A Dream (Aris & Phillips
Hispanic Classics) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book features high quality.

Cheryl Reese:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Calderon: Life's A Dream (Aris & Phillips Hispanic Classics) can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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