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In the most comprehensive study yet of homosexuality in the English Renaissance, Bruce R. Smith examines
and rejects the assessments of homosexual acts in moral philosophy, laws, and medical books in favor of a
poetics of homosexual desire. Smith isolates six different "myths" from classical literature and discusses
each in relation to a particular Renaissance literary genre and to a particular part of the social structure of
early modern England. Smith's new Preface places his work in the context of the continuing controversies in
gay, lesbian, and bisexual studies.

"The best single analysis of the homoerotic element in Renaissance English literature."—Keith Thomas, New
York Review of Books

"Smith's lucid and subtle book offer[s] a poetics of homosexual desire. . . . Its scholarship, impressively
broad and deftly deployed, aims to further a serious social purpose: the redemptive location of homosexual
desire in history and the recuperation for our own time, through an understanding of its discursive
embodiments, of that desire's changing imperatives and parameters."—Terence Hawkes, Times Literary
Supplement

"The great strength of Bruce Smith's book is that it does not sidestep the complex challenge of engaging in
the sexual politics of the present while attending to the resistant discourses and practices of Renaissance
England. Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England demonstrates how a commitment to the present
opens up our understanding of the past."—Peter Stallybrass, Shakespeare Quarterly

"A major contribution to the understanding of homosexuality in Renaissance England and by far the best and
most comprehensive account yet offered of the homoeroticism that suffuses Renaissance
literature."—Claude J. Summers, Journal of Homosexuality
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Wilkins:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England: A Cultural Poetics.

Joel Faulkner:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Homosexual
Desire in Shakespeare's England: A Cultural Poetics? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Helen Green:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England: A Cultural Poetics, it is possible to tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a e-book.

Joe Timmons:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England:
A Cultural Poetics to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and
go through it. Beside that the guide Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England: A Cultural Poetics can to
be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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