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This powerful ethnography of a people believed to be the least violent in the world explores how they
maintain peaceful relations even under the most dire circumstances. Robert Knox Dentan, the world's
foremost scholar of Semai, brings its members vividly to life. His book includes translations of their poetry,
dramatized accounts of particular events, and extensive quotations from a wide range of individuals. In a
clear, gripping, sometimes novelistic style, Dentan introduces the reader to tortured Nakhoda; beautiful,
stubborn Kliy; witty, ironic Grcaangsmother; doomed Rmpent; brutal, alienated Juni; and other memorable
Semai.

The book opens with the horrific circumstances that the author argues gave rise to Semai peaceability,
continues by illuminating their adaptation to those circumstances, and closes by sketching the eventual
decline of that adaptation under the pressures of globalization. Unlike many behavioral scientists, Dentan
argues that the Semai approach to conflict is a successful Darwinian adaptation. A recurring theme is the
importance of psychological "surrender" to maintaining this adaptation. Throughout, the author highlights
the mechanisms and costs of peace, underscoring their relevance to everyday life in all societies. Students
and scholars of peace studies, conflict resolution, ethnography, and Southeast Asia will find this unique work
an invaluable and compelling study.

Coda to Chapter 6: "'Surrender,' Peacekeeping, and Internal Colonialism: A Neglected Episode in Malaysian
History," by Juli Edo, Anthony Williams-Hunt, and Robert Knox Dentan (PDF)
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Overwhelming
Terror: Love, Fear, Peace, and Violence among Semai of Malaysia (War and Peace Library)? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Kenneth Wallace:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Overwhelming Terror: Love, Fear, Peace, and Violence among Semai of Malaysia (War and Peace
Library), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Victor Willis:

Overwhelming Terror: Love, Fear, Peace, and Violence among Semai of Malaysia (War and Peace Library)
can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every
word into delight arrangement in writing Overwhelming Terror: Love, Fear, Peace, and Violence among
Semai of Malaysia (War and Peace Library) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

James Fulk:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be learn.
Overwhelming Terror: Love, Fear, Peace, and Violence among Semai of Malaysia (War and Peace Library)
can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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