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Damascus was for centuries a center of learning and commerce. Drawing on the city's dazzling literary
tradition-a rich collection of poetry, chronicles, travel accounts, and biographical dictionaries-as well as on
Islamic court records, James Grehan explores the material culture of premodern Damascus, reconstructing
the economic infrastructure, social customs, and private consumer habits that dominated this cosmopolitan
hub in the 1700s. He sketches a lively history of diet, furniture, fashion, and other aspects of daily life,
providing an unusual and intimate account of the choices, constraints, and compromises that defined
consumer behavior.

Coffee, tobacco, and light firearms had arisen as new luxury items in preceding centuries, and Grehan traces
the usage of such goods in order to get a picture of the overall standard of living in the premodern Middle
East. He looks particularly at how wealth and poverty were defined and how consumption patterns expressed
notions of taste, class, and power, illuminating the prominent role played by Damascus in shaping the
economy and culture of the Middle East.

In assessing the magnitude of social change in modern times, we have few benchmarks from the period
preceding the onset of modernity in the nineteenth century. This informative study will make possible more
precise cultural and economic comparisons between different parts of the world as it stood on the brink of a
radically new economic and political order. The book's focus on a little-examined period and region will
appeal to scholars and students of urban social history and Arab popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Yunker:

The e-book untitled Everyday Life and Consumer Culture in Eighteenth-Century Damascus (Publications on
the Near East) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Everyday Life and Consumer Culture in Eighteenth-Century Damascus (Publications on the Near East) from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Robin Castillo:

Everyday Life and Consumer Culture in Eighteenth-Century Damascus (Publications on the Near East) can
be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book
has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Everyday Life and Consumer Culture in Eighteenth-Century Damascus (Publications
on the Near East) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial contemplating.

Elvis Harris:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Everyday Life and Consumer
Culture in Eighteenth-Century Damascus (Publications on the Near East) which is having the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Brianna Bell:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Everyday Life and Consumer Culture in Eighteenth-Century
Damascus (Publications on the Near East) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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