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This important new study empirically assesses the relationship between religion and democracy, looking at
the global, regional and individual country picture. Using a wide range of quantitative data, Anckar tests the
validity of Huntington’s claim that democracy and religion are tightly connected, and that western
Christianity is the only religion capable of supporting democratic institutions. Anckar evaluates both the
broader assumptions that the introduction and the stability of a democratic form of government is dependent
on the dominating religion in the country at the macro level and the suggestion that at the individual level,
religious adherence is related to pro-democratic values.

The volume discusses how whilst at first sight Huntington’s theory appears to receive widespread support,
on closer evaluation; there data reveals anomalies that merit further discussion. Whilst it appears that
Christianity does seem to provide the most supportive environment democracy, Buddhist countries appear to
have results similar to those where Islam is the predominant religion. The relationship between Islam and
democracy is also subjected to an extensive discussion; key findings such as the fact that democracy seems
to have the greatest chances of success in Muslim countries situated far from Mecca and Medina are
developed and examined with important new conclusions reached.

Examining religions including Christianity, Islam Buddhism, Hinduism, Chinese folk religion,
Confucianism, Taoism and Judaism, Anckar seeks to demonstrate that the political context is more important
than religious affiliation for explaining attitudes towards democracy. Thus, at least from the individual
perspective, religion is unimportant as an explanation for democratic values. In contrast to Huntington’s
predictions, the results of this study will show that the future of democracy does not look so gloomy after all.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Henson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Religion and Democracy: A Worldwide Comparison book is readable by
means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
Religion and Democracy: A Worldwide Comparison content conveys prospect easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you continue to thinking Religion and Democracy: A Worldwide Comparison is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Norris Patterson:

The book Religion and Democracy: A Worldwide Comparison has a lot associated with on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Derick Heinz:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Religion and Democracy: A
Worldwide Comparison that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they
react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
can pick Religion and Democracy: A Worldwide Comparison become your personal starter.

Mildred Shaw:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Religion and Democracy: A
Worldwide Comparison is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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