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Thomas Jefferson’s was one of history’s greatest voices for the importance of individual freedom. His
eloquence on this fundamental right became the cornerstone of our nation and a central theme of the
Enlightenment. And yet, Jefferson presided over a society that depended on slavery and was himself the
holder of numerous slaves. How are students of history to reconcile this contradiction in the third president?
Now celebrated biographer and historian Natalie Bober presents a life of Jefferson that does not evade this
difficult question. Bober explores the slave community that built and maintained his home, Monticello--and
what their lives under Jefferson tell us about him and about slavery as an early American institution.

To assess fully what Jefferson might mean to our time, we must first understand what it meant to be a man of
his own time. From the first page, the world he inhabited is made vivid--and so, too, is Jefferson himself,
standing before us as a freckled and, for the eighteenth century, unusually tall young man. Bober follows him
through a life in which the presidency was just one of many accomplishment. As designer of Monticello, he
was one of the great architects of his era; as founder of the University of Virginia, he was one of the nation’s
early champions of higher education. His greatest legacy is perhaps as author of the Declaration of
Independence, a nearly unrivaled instance of words giving tangible meaning to life. The Jefferson revealed
here is distinguished by his often contradictory nature but also by his optimism, his curiosity, his exceptional
sense of history (including the history still to be made).

While primarily aimed at young readers, the book is a substantial work of scholarship, based on several years
research of primary-source materials (including black oral history) and the most current writings, and like
Bober’s earlier works should attract students of history of all ages. This book faces the fact that Jefferson
was a flawed human being--and insists that this does not disqualify him as a hero.
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From reader reviews:

William Emmer:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Thomas Jefferson: Draftsman of a
Nation book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jorge Eaton:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Thomas
Jefferson: Draftsman of a Nation your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Thomas
Jefferson: Draftsman of a Nation giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Roy Rogers:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Thomas Jefferson: Draftsman of a Nation why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Mary Fix:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Thomas Jefferson: Draftsman of a Nation when you necessary it?
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