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Taste is a well known but largely underestimated phenomenon. Yet it is one of the factors that has shaped
our knowledge and view of art. Why is Rembrandt van Rijn today considered to be one of the greatest
painters in European art while Gerard de Lairesse, Rembrandt's younger contemporary and one of the best-
selling painters of his day, is now forgotten? This book is a systematic and quantitative study of taste. More
specifically it focuses on the painters of the seventeenth-century Low Countries and follows the changes in
consumer evaluation of them from the seventeenth century up to 2008. Proceeding from the same starting
point as Gerald Reitlinger in his monumental The Economics of Taste, it uses the prices paintings have
fetched at auction as a basis for tracing trends in the taste of the art-buying public. Whereas Reitlinger's
approach was rather intuitive, this study develops a sound methodological basis for researching taste and
auction prices. It is not only quantitative methods and properties of auction prices that require a specific
approach: in historical research quantitative data and analyses are only reliable when they can also be tested
against qualitative or historical sources. Based on a statistical analysis, various 'universal' painters, such as
Rubens and Rembrandt, are defined. In addition, however, specific genres such as landscape, portrait, history
painting, and so on are analysed. In the case of eighty-three painters there is sufficient information to allow
the profiling of individual price trends. But other quantitative data drawn from the examination of collections
or catalogues raisonnés prove an additional source of information when compared with auction prices. This
book shows what big data and statistics can mean to our understanding of art.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for Baroque
Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Louise Reyes:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish
Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st
Century) (Collectors and Dealers) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for Baroque
Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers) has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Jerry Montgomery:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not
important, boring and can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting:
An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century)
(Collectors and Dealers) can make you sense more interested to read.

Hazel Fletcher:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by



book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Auctioning 17th Century-
Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low
Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers).
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