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Like sex, Eileen Gillooly argues, humor has long been viewed as a repressed feature of nineteenth-century
femininity. However, in the works of writers such as Jane Austen, George Eliot, Elizabeth Gaskell, Anthony
Trollope, and Henry James, Gillooly finds an understated, wryly amusing perspective that differs subtly but
significantly in rhetoric, affect, and politics from traditional forms of comic expression.

Gillooly shows how such humor became, for mostly female writers at the time, an unobtrusive and prudent
means of expressing discontent with a culture that was ideologically committed to restricting femal e agency
and identity. If the aggression and emational distance of irony and satire mark them as "masculine,”" then for
Gillooly, the passivity, indirection, and sympathy of the humor she discusses render it "feminine." She goes
on to disclose how the humorous tactics employed by writers from Burney to Wharton persist in the work of
Barbara Pym, Anita Brookner, and Penel ope Fitzgerald.

The book won the Barbara Perkins and George Perkins Award given by the Society for the Study of
Narrative Literature.
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From reader reviews:
Catherine Crider:

The book Smile of Discontent: Humor, Gender, and Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Women in Culture
and Society) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So why must we |leave a very important thing like a book Smile of Discontent: Humor, Gender, and
Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Women in Culture and Society)? A few of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Smile of Discontent: Humor, Gender, and Nineteenth-Century British Fiction
(Women in Culture and Society) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function
for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sheila Foxworth:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is aset of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication Smile of Discontent: Humor, Gender, and Nineteenth-
Century British Fiction (Women in Culture and Society) was filled regarding science. Spend your freetime
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Sonia Cramer:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Smile of Discontent: Humor, Gender,
and Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Women in Culture and Society) or others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Smile of Discontent:

Humor, Gender, and Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Women in Culture and Society) to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Mark Bock:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It isreferred to
as of book Smile of Discontent: Humor, Gender, and Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Women in Culture
and Society). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your



knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It ismost crucial that, you must aware about publication.
It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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