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In this book, first published in 1991, the prolific and innovative British biblical scholar Margaret Barker sets
out to explore the origins and the afterlife of traditions about the Temple in Judaism. Using evidence from
the deutero-canonical and pseudepigraphic texts, Qumran and rabbinic material, as well as early Christian
texts and liturgies, she advances a host of radical and suggestive theories, including the following: 1.
Apocalyptic writing was the temple tradition. 2. Temple buildings were aligned to establish a solar calendar,
thus explaining the astronomical texts incorporated in 1 Enoch 3. The temple symbolism of priest and
sanctuary antedated the Eden stories of Genesis. 4. The temple buildings depicted heaven and earth separated
by a veil of created matter. 5. The throne visions, the basis of the later Merkavah mysticism, originated as
high priestly sanctuary experiences, first attested in Isaiah but originating in the royal cult when king figures
passed beyond the temple veil from earth into heaven, from immortality to the resurrected state, and then
returned.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Landers:

The book The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a
book The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem? A few of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the
Temple in Jerusalem has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Frances Temple:

This The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem are generally reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Gate of Heaven: The
History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem can be one of several great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that maybe will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism
of the Temple in Jerusalem giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Kristi Goins:

The book The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem will bring one to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Gate of Heaven: The History and
Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Dana Richardson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get previous to. The The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple
in Jerusalem giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your



body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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