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Ventriloquism, the art of "seeming to speak where one is not", speaks so resonantly to our contemporary
technological condition. We now think nothing of hearing voices--our own and others'--propelled over
intercoms, cellphones, and answering machines. Yet, why can none of us hear our own recorded voice
without wincing? Why is the telephone still full of such spookiness and erotic possibility? And why does the
magician's trick of speaking through a dummy entertain as well as disturb us? These are the kind of questions
which impel Dumbstruck, Steven Connor's wide-ranging, relentlessly inquisitive history of ventriloquism
and the disembodied voice.
Connor follows his subject from its early beginnings in ancient Israel and Greece, through the outcries of
early Christian writers against the unholy (and, they believed, obscenely produced) practices of pagan
divination. Surprisingly, he finds that women like the sibyls of Delphi were the key voices in these male-
dominated times. Connor then turns to the aberrations of the voice in mysticism, witchcraft and possession,
and the strange cultural obsession with the vagrant figure of the ventriloquist, newly conceived as male
rather than female, that flourished during the Enlightenment. He retells the stories of some of the most
popular and versatile ventriloquists and polyphonists of the nineteenth century, and investigates the survival
of ventriloquial delusions and desires in spiritualism and the 'vocalic uncanny' of technologies like the
telephone, radio, film, and the internet.
Brimming with anecdote and insight, Dumbstruck is a provocative archeology of a seemingly trivial yet
profoundly relevant presence in human history. Its pages overflow with virtuoso philosophical and
psychological reflections on the problems and astonishments, the raptures and absurdities of the unhoused
voice.
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From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new
book Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Donna Clark:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is actually Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Maryann Warren:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Kerstin Torres:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism when you required it?
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