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Love-unconditional, selfless, unchanging, sincere, and totally accepting-is worshipped today as the West's
only universal religion. To challenge it is one of our few remaining taboos. In this pathbreaking and superbly
written book, philosopher Simon May does just that, dissecting our resilient ruling ideas of love and showing
how they are the product of a long and powerful cultural heritage. Tracing over 2,500 years of human
thought and history, May shows how our ideal of love developed from its Hebraic and Greek origins
alongside Christianity until, during the last two centuries, "God is love" became "love is God"-so hubristic,
so escapist, so untruthful to the real nature of love, that it has booby-trapped relationships everywhere with
deluded expectations. Brilliantly, May explores the very different philosophers and writers, both skeptics and
believers, who dared to think differently: from Aristotle's perfect friendship and Ovid's celebration of sex and
"the chase," to Rousseau's personal authenticity, Nietzsche's affirmation, Freud's concepts of loss and
mourning, and boredom in Proust. Against our belief that love is an all-powerful solution to finding meaning,
security, and happiness in life, May reveals with great clarity what love actually is: the intense desire for
someone whom we believe can ground and affirm our very existence. The feeling that "makes the world go
round" turns out to be a harbinger of home--and in that sense, of the sacred.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Hackett:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible
[(Love: A History)] [Author: Simon May] published on (July, 2011)? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Michael Milliner:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book [(Love: A History)] [Author: Simon May]
published on (July, 2011) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book [(Love: A History)] [Author:
Simon May] published on (July, 2011) is not only giving you much more new information but also to be
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship with the book [(Love: A History)] [Author: Simon May] published on (July, 2011). You
never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Blanche Ball:

The guide with title [(Love: A History)] [Author: Simon May] published on (July, 2011) includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Ruth Paiz:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is [(Love: A History)] [Author: Simon May] published on (July, 2011) this e-book consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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