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Ever since the landmark publication of Susan Sontag’s On Photography, it has been impossible to look at
photographs, particularly those of violence and suffering, without questioning our role as photographic
voyeur. Are we desensitized by the proliferation of these images, and does this make it easier to be passive
and uninvolved? Or do the images immediately stir our own sense of justice and act as a call to arms? Are
we consuming the suffering of others as a form of intrigue? Or is it an act of empathy?
 
To answer these questions, Picturing Atrocity brings together essays from some of the foremost writers and
critics on photography today, including Rebecca Solnit, Alfredo Jaar, Ariella Azoulay, Shahidul Alam, John
Lucaites, Robert Hariman, and Susan Meiselas, to offer close readings of images that reveal the realities
behind the photographs, the subjects, and the photographers. From the massacre of the Sioux Indians at
Wounded Knee to the torture of prisoners at Abu Ghraib, from famine in China to apartheid in South Africa,
Picturing Atrocity examines a broad spectrum of photographs. Each of the essays focuses specifically on an
iconic image, offering a distinct approach and context, in order to enable us to look again—and this time
more closely—at the picture. In addition, four photo-essays showcase the work of photographers involved in
the making of photographs of brutality as well as the artists’ own reflections on these images.
 
Together these essays cover the historical and geographical range of atrocity photographs and respond to
current concerns about such disturbing images; they probe why we as viewers feel compelled to look even
when our instinct might be to look away. Picturing Atrocity is an important read, not just for insights into
photography, but for its reflections on human injustice and suffering. In keeping with that aim, all royalties
from the book will be donated to Amnesty International.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Sigmund:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Picturing Atrocity: Photography in Crisis seemed to be making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The book Picturing Atrocity: Photography in Crisis is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship with the book Picturing Atrocity: Photography in Crisis. You never feel lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Irene Howe:

Beside this Picturing Atrocity: Photography in Crisis in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Picturing Atrocity: Photography in Crisis because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from
today!

Herbert Mikula:

You will get this Picturing Atrocity: Photography in Crisis by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Luther Jensen:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Picturing Atrocity: Photography in Crisis to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and studying
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve
Picturing Atrocity: Photography in Crisis can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of that time.
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